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Course Description 

 
French I is a course designed for students to attain novice-mid proficiency in the 

target language of French through a standards-based approach.  Through the use of 

communicative language teaching, students will acquire the necessary skills to 

communicate effectively in socially, culturally, and developmentally appropriate ways. In 

addition to developing their proficiency in the target language through activities which 

focus on all aspects of language learning:  speaking, reading, writing, and listening, 

students will be able to understand and appreciate the cultural practices and perspectives 

of the French and Francophone culture.   

Following the guidelines of the National Foreign Language Standards, this course 

has as its goal to specify at the beginning the knowledge and the skills the students should 

have gained at the completion of the course.  Throughout the course, the students are 

provided with numerous opportunities to engage in learning tasks for interpretive, 

interpersonal, and presentational communication.  They will also explore aspects of 

French and Francophone culture that are related to the language under study, compare 

languages and cultures, and make connections with other subjects and communities.  

Because this is a beginning course, basic language skills are emphasized so that students 

can lay down a solid foundation for learning French pronunciation.  In addition, students’ 

interests and motivations for learning are taken into consideration through appealing 

classroom instruction and extra-curricular activities. 

 

Course Goals  
 to enable students to attain basic language skills for communication in the 

interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational modes, as specified in the National 

Standards for Foreign Language Learning 

 to increase students’ awareness and understanding of Francophone cultures and 

their products, practices and perspectives 

More specifically, at the completion of the course, the students will be able to engage in 

communicative tasks in the three communicative modes. 

Interpretive Communication: 

 comprehend directions and commands related to classroom tasks 

 obtain information from talks on CD and DVD 

 comprehend level appropriate readings  

 obtain partial information from authentic materials (e.g., advertisements) 

Interpersonal Communication: 

 demonstrate rudimentary correctness in pronunciation of French words 

 ask questions and carry on simple conversations on various topics  

 share likes and dislikes 

Presentational communication: 

 give brief oral presentations about various topics 
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Assessment Practice 
A variety of assessment tools are used in the course. Assessments are to evaluate 

student progress in the areas of reading, writing, listening and speaking.   

 Reading skills will be developed using the reading selections at the end of each 

chapter.  There will be reading comprehension assessment.  

 Writing skills will be developed through completion of homework exercises, 

creation of original dialogues and writing tasks using picture prompts.  

 Listening skills will be developed through daily interaction with the teacher as 

well as through the completion of listening exercises and video exercises provided 

by the textbook.   

 Speaking skills will be developed through daily interaction with the teacher as 

well as completion of tasks using picture prompts and question and answer 

techniques.  The students will use the language lab to hone their listening and 

speaking skills.   

Performance assessment is used to evaluate students’ skills in the three modes of 

communication.  For oral assessment, rubrics are used to avoid subjectivity in grading. 

Traditional quizzes and tests are also part of the assessment.  However, these tests are 

developed with the context of the real world in mind.  

 

Instructional Methods 
To facilitate learning, the instruction is organized based on the following principles and 

methods: 

 Focus on communication.  From the very beginning, students are guided to learn 

and produce in communicative contexts. 

 Attention to basic language skills.  Accurate pronunciation and proper sentence 

structure are given special attention throughout the course. 

 Learning organized around tasks.  Pair work and group learning tasks are 

organized to maximize learning. 

 Teaching on how to learn.  Students are guided to develop learning strategies 

through activities such as “Peer Coaching”,  “Quick Responses,” “Modes for 

Communicative Modes,” and “Suggested Reading Strategies.” 

 Allowance for differences. Learning tasks which address different learning styles 

are conducted to allow students with different needs to reach their highest 

potential. 

 Use of technology.  The course boosts learning and makes teaching easier through 

materials on CD, CD-ROM, DVD and other visuals. 

 

Major Textbook 

 Bon Voyage, Level 1, by Conrad J. Schmitt and Katia Brillié Lutz, New York, 

NY:  Glencoe/McGraw Hill, 2005. 

 

Supplementary Materials 

 Bon Voyage Workbook, Level 1, by Conrad J. Schmitt and Katia Brillié Lutz, 

NY, NY:  Glencoe/McGraw Hill, 2005. 

 French Two Years, Amsco Publishing. 

 Media sources such as DVDs and CDs directly related to the text 

 



Course Outline : 
 

September : Introduction :  greetings, good-byes, names, politeness, days of the week, months 

of the year, numbers to 100, weather, telling time, the French alphabet. 

 Culture:  the French-speaking world 

 

October :   Tu est d’où ? Comment es-tu ?:  Describing people and telling where one is from; être, 

negation, adjectives, definite and indefinite articles  

  Culture:  Basic geography of France  

 

November:  Comment sont les cours ? Tu es élève où ?: Describing teachers and classes; tu vs. vous,  

  Culture:  the French school system  

 

December :   Qu’est-ce que tu fais à l’école ?  Qu’est-ce que tu apportes à l’école ? :  School supplies 

and activities ; -er verbs, numbers to 1000,  use of infinitive 

  Culture:  French teens 

 

January: Qui habite chez toi ?  Où est-ce que tu habites ?  Qu’est-ce que tu fais après les cours ? 

The family and the home; avoir,  “pas de”,  posessive adjectives, beau, vieux, nouveau 

  Culture :  Les H.L.M., French last names 

 

February : Qu’est-ce que tu aimes prendre ? :  At a French café; aller, the near future, 

contractions with à and de, prendre, “y” 

  Culture:  French meals 

 

March :   Preparations pour un voyage ; clothing, comparisons, irregular verbs 

Culture :  Shopping in France 

 

April :   At the airport ; -ir verbs, quel and tout, irregular –ir verbs, -re verbs  

  Culture:  French air travel 

 

May:    At the train station; demonstrative adjectives, dire, lire, écrire, boire, devoir, recevoir 

  Culture:  Train travel in France and French-speaking Africa 

 

June:   Summer and winter activities; irregular verbs in the present tense (French 2 Years) 

Performance Assessments:  My vacation. 

Exam review 

French 1 Final Exam 

 


